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About Lady of Mazes – on sale July 1, 2005


Tor Books, the largest publisher of science fiction and fantasy in the world, has teamed up with SCI FI Channel, the channel that fuels the imagination, to bring their readers and fans the best of new science fiction and fantasy.  Each month, one carefully selected Tor title will receive the SCI FI stamp of approval, which will appear on the spine and cover of the book.  Karl Schroeder’s LADY OF MAZES is the second Tor book to be included in the SCI FI essential books program.

 
A rising star in the SF world and a New York Times notable author, Karl Schroeder follows up his award-winning and acclaimed novels, Ventus and Permanence, with LADY OF MAZES, a stunningly complex and well-written narrative about worlds within worlds, cultural diversity, and the importance of human choice.

Teven Coronal is a ringworld holding a multiplicity of human civilizations known as “manifolds.”  From Native American-like villages to bustling cities filled with sims and helicopters, each manifold overlaps one another, but only appears visible to its inhabitants or those that share its worldview.

Westerhaven is the only home that the brilliant, but troubled, Livia Kodaly has ever known.  Except for a mysterious and tragic childhood accident, she has never had to contend with a reality outside of the manifolds.  Until one day, large god-like beings calling themselves “ancestors” invade Teven, and cracks begin appearing in the manifolds.  The lines between worlds start to blur and disconnect, as these “ancestors” preach an ideology that conflicts with the way things have always been run on Teven.  

As one of only two people in Teven who have experienced reality outside of the manifolds, Livia must assume a leadership role and make one last attempt to save her peers and all the civilizations of Teven.  

The journey will take her through space and back, and into contact with faraway landscapes and people.  Her resolve will be tested and her core beliefs challenged, for in this post-human age of virtual living and technological advance, just how important is the part that human beings play in their destinies—and how crucial is protecting that right?

Exploring complex ideas of human existence and mobility in the universe while painting a cutting-edge vision of a fascinating far-future world, Karl Schroeder crafts an extremely well-written and thought-provoking SF novel with LADY OF MAZES.
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About Karl Schroeder – New York Times notable author


Karl Schroeder is the second science fiction writer to come out of the southern Manitoba Mennonite community (after A.E. van Vogt).   Born in 1962, Karl grew up in a household full of books; his mother published two novels when he was young so he always thought of publishing as a natural career choice.  He moved to Toronto in 1986 to pursue a dream of being a novelist, and now lives there with his wife and daughter.   
Karl has been a fixture in the Canadian SF writing community since the late 1980s, establishing a growing reputation with acclaimed and award-winning short stories.  Since his first appearance in the American market, he has enjoyed continued and increasing success.  His previous novels, Ventus (2000) and Permanence (2002), received a New York Times notable selection and the Aurora Award for Best Novel, respectively.
One of the pioneers of the Canadian SF community, Karl is both a founding member and a former president of SF Canada, the national organization for speculative fiction and its writers.   He also paved the way for using the internet to bring SF writers together and foster on-line community by creating listservers for global and national organizations such as Clarion, the highly regarded science fiction writers workshop in the U.S.  Currently Karl divides his time between writing fiction and consulting on Future Studies for clients such as the Canadian government and army.
Karl writes hard science fiction with a humanist twist, focusing not just on technology and discovery but on the human costs of technological development.
Links to the Many Worlds of Karl


New Directions in SF:  Karl’s blog on science fiction, pure science, & technology

http://www.kschroeder.com/
Age of Embodiment:  Karl’s blog on culture, society, art, & life in the post-postmodern era  

http://www.kschroeder.com/blog
The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Publishing Science Fiction:  an interactive website based on the how-to book written by Karl Schroeder and Cory Doctorow

http://www.kschroeder.com/guide/index_html
SF Canada, Canada’s National Association for Speculative Fiction Professionals:  organization for which Karl is a founding member and former president
http://www.sfcanada.ca/
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Talking Points for Karl


· On blogging, listservs and how the internet has brought  the SF community together
· How the new technologies of cell-phone driven “flash mobs” and self-organizing groups such as the anti-globalization movement represent a new force in international politics and culture
· What it was like writing The Idiot’s Guide to Publishing Science Fiction with friend and fellow SF writer, Cory Doctorow (and the subsequent website).  Why did they write it and what have been the reactions
· How the (Post) Modern era is ending, as evidenced by recent changes in art, physics, technology, politics, & culture
· On how having a Mennonite background influences his writings about the future and about technology

· On being a second-generation novelist
Advance Praise for Lady of Mazes
“Bulging with complex ideas and extrapolations … amazing.”  
—Kirkus Reviews

“Depth and breadth to a book that many will want to reread 

to get all the nuances.”  

—Publishers Weekly
“Schroeder continues to improve his unique blend of hard SF and vivid, dreamlike 

prose and bids fair to become a major genre voice.”  

—Booklist

“His lively writing style and cutting-edge visions combine 

to deliver a topnotch story.”

—Library Journal
 “The most thought-provoking and interesting work of hard SF that
I've read in the past year."

—Charles Stross

"With paradigm shifts one inside another like a set of Russian dolls, this splendid novel propagates into a demolition derby of Big Ideas.  Required post-human reading.”
—Scott Westerfeld, author of The Risen Empire
“An astonishing saga.  One helluva read!”

—Charles Harness

“Karl Schroeder has always had a knack for intelligent and provocative thought experiments disguised as space opera.  Now he ups the ante with a fascinating riff 

on consensual [and conflicting] realities.  Lady of Mazes contains more 

cool ideas than Ventus and Permanence combined.”

—Peter Watts
Praise for Ventus


 "Ventus, by Karl Schroeder, is an ambitious novel that examines the wonders of nanotechnology and terraforming … The plotting is appropriately multifaceted, the characters surprisingly complex, the denouement … deeply satisfying.”

—The New York Times Book Review [a New York Times Notable Book]
"The glowing, intricate plot arises organically from [the] stunningly inventive backdrop … Delightful and engaging, both intellectually and viscerally: a superb achievement."

—Kirkus (starred review(
"Although strictly hard SF, full of technology, Schroeder’s novel is so rich in character 

and emotion that it feels like classic fantasy.”

—Booklist (starred review(
Praise for Permanence


*Selected for Locus Magazine’s 2002 Recommended Reading List

"Another blazing far-future saga from Schroeder … thoughtful, well-informed, 

insightful work, with a sharp yet subtle political subcontext, 

catapulting Schroeder into SF's front rank."

—Kirkus (starred review(
"Anyone who still thinks the heydey of intelligent SF adventure fiction ended with 

the passing of Heinlein and Asimov should give [Permanence] a try.”

—Locus
"Schroeder's excellent novel is the best kind of coming-of-age tale."
—Booklist
For immediate release 
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